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Town of Lynne
Oneida County, Wisconsin

SURVEYORS NOTES

The Oneida County Forestry Department requested the assistance of Land Information
Director - County Surveyor Romportl in locating the boundaries of Section 12-36-4 for
timber cutting purposes. The Forestry Department located brass plugged iron pipes at what
was thought to be the W 1/4 and S 1/4 of Section 12, but there were no USPLSS record
forms documenting the iron pipes. With the assistance of Jeff Austin, Romportl researched
the county survey records and contacted private land survey firms to see if any
documentation could be found as to who set the iron pipes; however no documentation could
be found. The iron pipes were similar to pipes set by County Surveyors or the CCC survey
crews in the 1930’s, but the brass plugs were stamped with larger dies, unlike the stamping
of the County Surveyors of the 1930's.

Romportl and Austin also searched for the SW corner of Section 12 and the W 1/4 of Section
13 where undocumented iron pipes were also found. Romport! and Austin measured the
iron pipes using GPS to determine County Coordinate values and evaluate their locations.
Coordinates were also established and/or confirmed for the existing monuments at the NW,
N 1/4, NE, E 1/4 and SE corners of Section 12, which were determined to be consistent with
the corner locations used by Lynn Vaughan as indicated in his field survey note book.

Romportl and Austin reviewed Old Field Book 74 on page 49 in the County survey files by
Lynn Vaughan dated Dec 9, 1918 which indicated he found original PLSS corners and
subdivided Section 12. Lynn was County Surveyor David Vaughan's son and David was the
County Surveyor in 1918. Upon plotting out Vaughan's survey notes and comparing the
found iron pipe locations to Vaughan's notes, it became apparent that the iron pipes found

near the W 1/4, S 1/4 and SW corner did not match Vaughan's locations by a substantial
amount.

Romportl and Austin preformed a thorough field search for evidence of Lynn Vaughan’'s
corners that he either located or set on the exterior and interior of Section 12 and searched
for the C 1/4, CE 1/16 and N 1/16 east line of Section 11 set by David Vaughan in
September of 1917. At the N 1/16 on the east line of Section 11 we found stump remains of
Vaughan's Hemlock bearing tree and used it to position the N 1/16 and W 1/4. This
location for the W 1/4 of Section 12 is about 148’ NW of the iron pipe found near this
location. At the S 1/4 a single strand of old down fence was found about 40’ north of the
corner location running irregularly but generally easterly and westerly. The distance from
the SE corner of Section 12 west to the creek on Lynn Vaughan'’s section line fit well with the
original government survey call. The undocumented iron pipe near the S 1/4 is 515’ NW of
Vaughan's location of the S 1/4. The USPLSS monumentation forms on file for the W 1/4
and S 1/4 further detail the distances that match Lynn Vaughan's section subdivision.

The undocumented iron pipes that were found appear to have been established by
proportional measure but it could not be determined what controlling corners were used. It
appears the person that set the corners did not have access to Lynn Vaughan'’s field notes
and therefore did not know Vaughan's survey was based on original government corners.
The SW corner of Section 12 is not needed to establish the interior corners of the
County-Private lands that the County intends to have set in 2018. Further work will be done
to re-establish the SW corner In the future.

| contacted Daniel Hickey who is a landowner with his siblings in Section 12 and is the son
of Vernon Hickey who owned the land prior to conveying it to his children. Vernon was
superintendent of the Tomahawk CCC camp in the 1930’s. | asked Daniel if he had any
record of a survey or other information that may show who set the iron pipes. Hickey did
not have any record but mentioned that his father Vernon did do some surveying and
timber marking in his career. Daniel was not aware of any iron pipe or other markers
identifying the corners of the Hickey lands. There are no building improvements or fence
lines that would readily indicate ownership in Section 12.

! believe the survey that is represented on this map is the best representation of a

retracement of Lynn Vaughan's exterior survey that was based off the original government
survey corners.
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